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Population Intervention 1’  Outcome Measure Results

FLAME (2011) 118 patients, median 
NIHSS = 13, ischemic 
stroke only

Fluoxetine 20mg vs 
placebo within 5-10d 
x90d

Fugl Meyer Motor Score 
@ 90d

Significant change in 
FMMS, more patients in 
mRS 0-2 @90d

FOCUS (2019) 3127 patients, median 
NIHSS = 6, included ICH, 
UK only

Fluoxetine 20mg vs 
placebo 2-15d x6mon

mRS @ 6mon No difference in 1’ 
outcome,  depression, 
 fractures, trend for 
more seizures, falls

AFFINITY (2020) 1280 patients, median 
NIHSS = 6, included ICH, 
Australia, NZ, Vietnam

Fluoxetine 20mg vs 
placebo 2-15d x6mon

mRS @ 6mon No difference in 1’ 
outcome,  fractures, 
fall with injury, seizures

EFFECTS (2020) 1500 patients, median 
NIHSS =3, included ICH, 
Sweden only

Fluoxetine 20mg vs 
placebo 2-15d x6mon

mRS @ 6mon No difference in 1’ 
outcome,  depression, 
 fractures, hypoNa

Notes: FOCUS, AFFINITY, EFFECTS did not standardize the rehab provided
Mostly mild strokes in study population



Trial Intervention Mechanism Notes

SAINT (2008) NXY-059 Free radical scavenger

URICO – ICTUS (2014) Uric acid Anti oxidant

Clark et al. (2001) Citicholine Free radical scavenger

Van der Loo et al. (2020) Deferoxamine Iron chelator

Enomoto et al. (2019) Edavarone Free radical scavenger Approved in Japan

RHAPSODY (2019) 3k3A APC Anticoagulant / cytoprotective



Trial Intervention Mechanism Notes

FAST MAG (2015) Magnesium Vasodilatory, neural / glial protection 1700 pts, hyper acute 
intervention

Ladurner et al. (2005)
CARS (2016)

Cerebrolysin Purified pig brain protein with 
neurotrophic / protective properties

Widely used in Europe, Russia, 
Asia; may help with cognition? 

VENUS (2001) Nimodipine Ca channel blockade

ESCAPE-NA1 (2020) Nerinetide Inhibitor of postsynaptic density protein-95

Albers et al. (2001) Aptiganel HCl Selective ligand for NMDAr

Davis et al. (2000) Selfotel NMDAr antagonist Stopped early due to potential 
harm





Trial Intervention Mechanism Notes

Zhu et al. (2015) Fingolimod S1P Receptor modulator Small study suggests  outcomes

ACTION2 (2016) Natalizumab mAb against CAM4 integrin Stopped due to lack of efficacy

AXIS A (2010) Filgrastim GCS factor

Emsley et al. (2005) IL-1r antagonist IL-1 blocks cells death Phase 2, 34 patients, showed safety and 
relevant biological activity but too small to 
determined clinical benefit
















































